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expense involved in entertaining the many guests with a banquet
has made the bull races rare nowadays, but they are still to be
seen in North Bali, where there are many rich peasants. Besides
the amusement derived from the race, the chance for gambling,
and the utilitarian ploughing of the field, the feast is considered
a good investment, because the gods, pleased by the gay and
colourful spectacle, are expected to repay the donor with a plenti-
ful harvest.

The race is held in a flooded ricefield between rival teams of
specially trained bulls. The oxen are crowned with ornaments
of tooled gilt leather, and silk banners decorate their yokes. Enor-
mous wooden bells, often three feet across, are attached to their
necks. Bets are placed as the contending teams are lined up with
their drivers standing on the rakes to which the bulls are hitched.
At a signal from the referee, they are off with a speed one does
not usually associate with ploughing oxen. The yelling drivers,
on the rakes that glide along the mud, whip and entice the bulls
to run across the field, always with an elegant gait. Their heads
are raised high, forced up by the great thumping bells, giving
them an added elegance. However fast they may run, the referee
gives his decision not to the fastest, but to the team with the most
stately bearing.

It is typical of the Balinese to place style before mere physical
speed.

When the field is prepared, the mother-seed, which has been
picked from the largest and most beautiful ears, is soaked for two
days and two nights, then spread on a mat and sprinkled with
water until the germ breaks through. A nursery plot is prepared
in a corner of the field to receive the young sprouts, which must
be planted on a propitious day set by the religious calendar. They
remain in the nursery for about two months; then when they
have developed enough, they are pulled out, washed, pruned, tied
in bunches, and exposed to the air for one night. By this time the
sawas are clean and ready to receive the young plants; offerings
(sud/ui) to Dewi Sri are made again and the owner of the sawa,